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Stones vs. Beatles 

6 week class 

January 24th - February 29th     final concert February 29th, 12:00 noon 

Stones Rehearsals: Saturdays 10:00 - 11:30 am 

Beatles Rehearsals: Fridays 5:30 - 7:00 pm 

Directed by: Dave Miele (Beatles) and Rosie Rion Porco (Stones) 

 

So, are you Team Stones or Team Beatles? Choose your side and prepare for battle! For the first                  

time in NYSM history, we will be having dueling rock band classes. Bands will rehearse for 6                 

weeks starting January 24th. On Saturday, February 29th at 12:00 pm noon, there will be a                

show upstairs at The Den. The audience will be the final judge in this friendly competition, and                 

we'll see which band will reign victorious! 

 

Instruments needed for each band are: 

Stones: (2-3) vocals, (2) guitars, (1) bass, (1) drums, (1) piano, (2-3) horns 

The Beatles: (2-3) vocals, (2) guitars, (1) bass, (1) drums, (1) piano 

 

Tuition for this class is $220. Registration is due by January 3rd. Instructor recommendation              

required. 

 

Dave Miele is a drummer and pianist from Middletown, New York who            

has worked with many Hudson Valley musicians. Dave holds a          

Bachelor of Science in Music Theory and Composition, a Master of           

Music in Jazz Studies and a Master of Arts in Teaching (Childhood            

Education, as of December 2012). Since 2005, Dave Miele has been an            

adjunct professor at Orange County Community College, where he         

teaches History of Jazz Music and History of Rock Music, as well as             

directing the SUNY Orange Jazz Ensemble. He holds the rank of           

Assistant Professor.  

Dave has been published in Modern Drummer Magazine and Jazz          

Improv Magazine, for which he wrote four cover features. He has been            

a private music instructor for twenty years and has taught at the New             

York School of Music since 2000. 



Rosie’s earliest musical experiences were in and around the vibrant and           

historic Woodstock scene. During her senior year at Onteora High          

School, The Band’s Levon Helm helped raise more than $5,000 to save            

the school’s music program. The significance of the moment – the           

connection between education and performance; professionals and       

students – was not lost on Rosie. Mentored by electric violinist Betty            

McDonald, Rosie gained access to the world of professional musicians,          

club gigs with her band Mango!, and got to see both the good and tough               

realities of the creative industry. While studying at Syracuse University,          

Rosie worked internships for the Syracuse Symphony, the Syracuse         

Society for New Music, and Dreissig Apparel, all with a focus on            

marketing and business development. After studying Cello Performance        

& Business at Syracuse University, Rosie returned to the area and           

became General Manager of the venerable Hudson Valley music venue          

and art space, The Falcon. There, she continued to make industry           

connections while putting her degree to work, until she was recruited by Donna Hall to manage – and                  

do some teaching at – New York School of Music. In 2017, Rosie and her husband purchased the school                   

from Donna and have been working as co-managers since then. Rosie has recorded for or performed                

with acts such as Marc Black, Betty McDonald,  Adam Levy, and The Tran-Siberian Orchestra. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Intro to Music Production 

Fridays 5:00 - 7:00 pm, 6 weeks 

January 31st - March 6th 

Directed by: Rory Quinn 

 

Intro to Music Production is back! 

 

Ever wonder how the sound is run at a show? How to do a basic at-home recording? This class is                    

for you! Learn the basics of live sound and recording; studio/stage setup, signal flow, mic               

selection and placement, mixing, music arrangement, and double tracking. Includes an           

interactive study of ProTools. Workshops will involve studio and stage work on our in-house              

equipment. 

 

Tuition for this class is $235. Registrations are due by January 10th. Ages 12 and up are                 

welcome! 

 

Rory began to study music at the age of 5 with piano lessons and quickly               

developed a passion for it, eventually expanding to play guitar, bass and            

percussion. As a teenager, he performed with numerous bands throughout          

the Hudson Valley and Long Island. Rory decided to continue his music            

education at the College of Saint Rose in Albany, NY earning a Bachelors of              

Science in Music Industry. While there, he began instructing local children           

in both piano and guitar at the local Salvation Army, teaching them            

technique, theory and how to perform live. 

 

When not teaching, Rory spends time writing music and recording albums,           

as well as acting as a freelance live sound engineer through the American             

Northwest. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Creative Entrepreneurship 

Part 1: Your Product     Part 2: Your Business 

Saturday January 11th, Part 1: 10:30 am - 12:00 pm   Part 2: 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

Directed by Rosie Rion Porco 

 

You love playing music, and you think you might want to be involved in the industry. How do                  

you get started? 

 

Some of the topics to be covered in this class: 

- What do you do and who's it for? 

- What is branding? 

- The Press Kit and why it's important 

- The 3 big keys to business success 

- The 10 commandments of creative professionalism 

- Your financial equation 

 

This class is a crash course on the process of exploring your opportunities in the creative                

industry. All artists, and most people in the creative industries, are essentially small business              

owners. In this class we learn what makes all businesses successful, and how we can apply that                 

to creating our own plan for success. 

 

This class isn’t just for students already committed to pursuing music performance as a              

profession! We encourage all students ages 13 and up to consider attending this class to foster                

personal growth as a professional! 

 

Complete these two classes and receive the ultimate “Creative Entrepreneur To-Do List” to             

kick-start your creative venture. It’s a concise and simply laid-out packet describing steps to              

bring your idea all the way from its first concepts to a mini business plan. You can spend any                   

length of time completing this process, but if you’ve already got an idea, most of the steps can be                   

completed in just a couple days. Complete the packet as a way to start a venture, or just as a                    



creative exercise! Maybe use several copies to try out different ideas! It’s all good practice in                

some of the skills needed to become a successful creative entrepreneur. 

 

Tuition is $35. Registration is due by January 4th. Ages 13 and up. Part 1 and 2 will run                   

consecutively with a one hour lunch break. 

 

Rosie’s earliest musical experiences were in and around the vibrant and           

historic Woodstock scene. During her senior year at Onteora High          

School, The Band’s Levon Helm helped raise more than $5,000 to save            

the school’s music program. The significance of the moment – the           

connection between education and performance; professionals and       

students – was not lost on Rosie. Mentored by electric violinist Betty            

McDonald, Rosie gained access to the world of professional musicians,          

club gigs with her band Mango!, and got to see both the good and tough               

realities of the creative industry. While studying at Syracuse University,          

Rosie worked internships for the Syracuse Symphony, the Syracuse         

Society for New Music, and Dreissig Apparel, all with a focus on            

marketing and business development. After studying Cello Performance        

& Business at Syracuse University, Rosie returned to the area and           

became General Manager of the venerable Hudson Valley music venue          

and art space, The Falcon. There, she continued to make industry connections while putting her degree                

to work, until she was recruited by Donna Hall to manage – and do some teaching at – New York                    

School of Music. In 2017, Rosie and her husband purchased the school from Donna and have been                 

working as co-managers since then. Rosie has recorded for or performed with acts such as Marc Black,                 

Betty McDonald,  Adam Levy, and The Tran-Siberian Orchestra. 

 

  



 

 

2020 Select Choir 

Fridays 5:30-7 pm, 6 weeks 

January 24th - April 10th     Final Concert April 10th, 7:30 pm 

Directed by: Sinclair Avramis and Amy Cutter 

 

We are very happy to be offering this ensemble for the second year in a row! This advanced                  

group rehearses for 12 weeks, working on arrangements of a variety of styles. Working in this                

group, students work on sining more advanced harmonic arrangements, tracking how their part             

functions within the group, following a choral conductor, and how to make voices blend. This               

new program went very well last year and we’re excited to see it continue to grow! 

 

Tuition is $300. Registration is due by January 3rd. 

 

Sinclair Avramis has a Bachelor of Music degree from Westminster          

Choir College where she majored in vocal performance. She has studied           

with Maestro Franco Bertacci and concert pianist and vocal coach          

David Leighton. Sinclair has performed with the Philadelphia        

Philharmonic Orchestra under the direction of world renowned        

conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin. It was during her four years at          

Westminster that Sinclair 's vocal coach, Dr. Kathy Kessler Price started           

her on the path to teaching. Sinclair has always enjoyed singing but            

found her passion when she was asked to join the acclaimed Kingston            

High School Choir and began working with her mentor, director          

Lawrence Lohman. Sinclair is also a songwriter who plays piano,          

guitar and ukulele. Nothing makes her happier than hearing her          

students’ voices grow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amy Cutter has been a Licensed Massage Therapist for more than 20            

years and is also a vocal performance coach. Music has been a huge             

passion for Amy her entire life. She has had recording studio experience            

and is uniquely comfortable on both sides of the studio and stage. She             

studied Musical Theatre at NY City's American Musical and Dramatic          

Academy (AMDA). Amy became a massage therapist in 1997 and          

currently runs a private practice which includes Cold Laser Therapy          

and Veterinary Chiropractitioning. Her background includes teaching       

as an adjunct instructor at SUNY's Orange County Community College.          

A unique background in anatomy and kinesiology compliments her         

background in musical theatre and provide the insight between         

structural muscle integrity and sound production to create a memorable          

performance. 

 

Amy's vision for her students is to develop tools to strengthen the            

muscles that support the voice, eliminate tension that limits the voice,           

and discover strategies to help connect to a song and translate it to the audience. The amount of time a                    

student selects to dedicate between lessons determines the growth that we will experience. The ultimate               

goal is to outgrow the teacher and move on to the next! (Just like everything in life... you get out what                     

you put in.) Above all, Amy strongly believes how important it is to love what you do and facilitates that                    

in every student at every age to determine their goals, set a game plan, and take action to achieve those                    

goals. 


